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Vote No on the Miller/Pelosi NCLB Reauthorization Proposal

Sample Letter to Congress

Date

The Honorable ____________

U.S. House of Representatives
(Address)

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative _______________:
As an educator and your constituent, I am writing to ask you to vote NO on the NCLB reauthorization proposal by Congressman George Miller and Speaker Nancy Pelosi.  

Teachers support accountability and assessment, but the one-size-fits-all approach of this law is hurting our students, teachers and public schools. And the Miller/Pelosi reauthorization plan will make it even worse. As educators we know what works and what doesn’t work with students, and this proposal will not improve student learning or help our public schools.   

The Miller/Pelosi reauthorization proposal continues to measure students and schools based on test scores. It creates four new levels of sanctions for struggling schools rather than providing assistance. It even proposes to tie teacher pay and evaluations to student test scores. And it imposes new mandates on California schools that undermine local collective bargaining agreements, rather than allowing local school districts to make decisions on how best to educate their children.

We are facing a teacher shortage in California and will need to hire an additional 100,000 teachers over the next 10 years. This proposal as it is currently written will make it harder to attract and retain the quality teachers and education support professionals we need in our classrooms.

Paying teachers based on student test scores will only result in more teaching to the test. Test scores don’t fairly measure student achievement and cannot accurately evaluate and pay teachers. Research shows that merit pay schemes tied to student test scores have not improved student achievement and have been abandoned in many states where they were attempted. 

California teachers work for local school districts, not the federal government. This bill’s attempt to mandate a particular evaluation or compensation process is an unprecedented federal infringement on teacher rights. It’s offensive and disrespectful to educators.

Educators want to work with lawmakers to create a federal law that once again helps schools and improves student learning. In its current form, we cannot support this reauthorization proposal.

Rather than punishing students, teachers and schools, we ask you to vote NO on the Miller/Pelosi Reauthorization proposal.

Sincerely,

Name

Grade level/subject/job in school

School or District

Home Address to show you are a constituent

